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B1 Dialog #104 Talking about Alphabet

Hi everyone,

Today we are going to talk about the alphabet. As always you can read the text in the

PDF which you can find in the description. Follow our podcasts on iTunes and

Yandex Music. For more new dialogs subscribe to our channel.

Here we go!

(1) Are there twenty six letters in the alphabet of your language? - В
алфавите вашего языка двадцать шесть букв?
No, the Russian alphabet has 33 letters. 10 of them are vowels and 21 consonants!

(2) Does your language have an alphabet? - В вашем языке есть
алфавит?
Sure! Each language has an alphabet. Letters are the bricks, which we use to build

the words.

(3) What are the differences between the English alphabet and your
language’s writing system? - Каковы различия между английским
алфавитом и системой письма вашего языка?
The Russian language is more difficult. We have more letters. They are hard to

pronounce. We also have two additional signs, a soft sign and a solid one. They

make our writing system more confusing.

(4) What is the most frequently used letter of the alphabet? - Какая самая
часто употребляемая буква алфавита?
It’s definitely the letter A. A lot of words contain this letter.

https://www.youtube.com/c/rinatm
https://instagram.com/englishwithrinat
https://t.me/englishwithrinat
http://englishwithrinatpod.ru/


YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/c/rinatm
Instagram - @englishwithrinat
Telegram - t.me/englishwithrinat
Podcasts - englishwithrinatpod.ru

(5) Which letters of the English alphabet do you not like or have problems
with? - Какие буквы английского алфавита вам не нравятся или с
которыми у вас проблемы?
In general, all English letters are not difficult. But the pronunciation of English words

can be tricky sometimes. Especially for Russian people, because our language is

absolutely different.

(6) Do you think English spelling is confusing? - Вы думаете, что
английская орфография сбивает с толку?
Sometimes it i. There are specific rules that can confuse learners. For example

words such as a knife, a ghost, a light. They are really confusing to spell.

(7) Are the letters of the alphabet pronounced the same in British, American
and Australian English? - Одинаково ли произносятся буквы алфавита в
британском, американском и австралийском английском языках?
It’s a well known fact that British, American and Australian pronunciations are

different. British and Australians speak pure and very understandable English,

whereas American or Canadian English is not so clear.

(8) Did you have any problems learning the letters of the alphabet? - Были
ли у вас проблемы с изучением букв алфавита?
No, it was easy and a lot of fun!

(9) What is the difference between consonants and vowels? - В чем
разница между согласными и гласными?
A vowel is a speech sound made with your mouth fairly open. A consonant is a

sound made with your mouth fairly closed.

(10) Do you know the English alphabet? - Вы знаете английский алфавит?
ABCD…
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Anya —> Rinat

(1) Do you like the English alphabet? - Вам нравится английский
алфавит?
Yes I do. The alphabet of any language is a fundamental thing. It’s important to know

it.

(2) How did you learn the alphabet? - Как ты выучил алфавит?
I don’t think I focused a lot on learning the English alphabet. When we learn to speak

English we learn the alphabet anyway.

(3) What do you think of other alphabets (Russian, German, etc)? - Что вы
думаете о других алфавитах (русском, немецком и т.д.)?
Russian and German alphabets are more difficult. By the way I still don’t know the

German alphabet, but I speak this language pretty well. It’s interesting.

(4) Who invented the English alphabet? - Кто изобрел английский
алфавит?
I think a lot of European nations influenced the English alphabet. It’s hard to say now

who exactly invented it.

(5) Why do you think each letter has so many different pronunciations and
uses? - Как вы думаете, почему у каждой буквы так много разных
произношений и вариантов использования?
There are a variety of reasons. In some languages a lot of words are borrowed from

other languages. For example German has a lot of words borrowed from French.

Also defferent nations influence the language in different ways. That’s why the sound

A for example is pronounced so differently in different languages.

(6) How do you think the alphabet could be made easier to use and
understand? - Как, по вашему мнению, можно сделать алфавит более
простым в использовании и понимании?
There is no way to make it easier I think. People have spent thousands of years

making the alphabet as it is today.
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(7) Would you like to learn a character-based system like Chinese? -
Хотели бы вы выучить иероглифическую систему, такую   как китайская?
Yeah! Learning Chinese is one of my goals for the future.

(8) When is the best age to introduce children to the alphabet? - В каком
возрасте лучше знакомить детей с азбукой?
The earlier the better! That’s for sure. Children learn languages much faster than

adults.

(9) What does “the ABCs of” mean? - Что означает «азбука»?
To know the ABCs of something means to know the most basic things (about

something). For example:

He doesn't even know the ABC's of engineering.

Он не знает даже азбуки инженерного дела.
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The English alphabet.

A a [eɪ]

B b [biː]

C c [siː]

D d [diː]

E e [iː]

F f

[ɛf]

G g [dʒiː]

H h [eɪtʃ]

I i [aɪ]

J j [dʒeɪ]

K k [keɪ]

L l [ɛl]

M m
[ɛm]
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N n

[ɛn]

O o [oʊ]

P p [piː]

Q q [kjuː]

R r [ɑr]

S s [ɛs]

T t [tiː]

U u [juː]

V v
[viː]

W w [ˈdʌbəl juː]

X x [ɛks]

Y y [waɪ]

Z z [ziː]
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