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B1 Dialog #104 Talking about Alphabet

Hi everyone,

Today we are going to talk about the alphabet. As always you can read the text in the
PDF which you can find in the description. Follow our podcasts on iTunes and

Yandex Music. For more new dialogs subscribe to our channel.

Here we go!

(1)  Are there twenty six letters in the alphabet of your language? - B
ancphaBuTe Bawwero fA3bika ABagLaTh WeCTb OyKB?

No, the Russian alphabet has 33 letters. 10 of them are vowels and 21 consonants!
(2) Does your language have an alphabet? - B Bawuem si3bike ecTb
andasut?

Sure! Each language has an alphabet. Letters are the bricks, which we use to build
the words.

(3) What are the differences between the English alphabet and your
language’s writing system? - KakoBbl pa3nuuna mexay aHrnmMncKum
ancaBuUTOM M CUCTEMOWN NUCbMA Ballero si3bika?

The Russian language is more difficult. We have more letters. They are hard to
pronounce. We also have two additional signs, a soft sign and a solid one. They
make our writing system more confusing.

(4) What is the most frequently used letter of the alphabet? - Kakas camas
yacTo ynotpebnsiemasn 6ykBa ancaButa?

It's definitely the letter A. A lot of words contain this letter.
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(5)  Which letters of the English alphabet do you not like or have problems
with? - Kakme 6ykBbl aHrnmMnuckoro ancgasuta BaMm He HPaBATCA UK C
KOTOpPbLIMU Y Bac npo6nembi?

In general, all English letters are not difficult. But the pronunciation of English words
can be tricky sometimes. Especially for Russian people, because our language is
absolutely different.

(6) Do you think English spelling is confusing? - Bbl gymaete, 4to
aHrnunckasn opcgorpacdua comBaeT ¢ TONKy?

Sometimes it i. There are specific rules that can confuse learners. For example
words such as a knife, a ghost, a light. They are really confusing to spell.

(7)  Are the letters of the alphabet pronounced the same in British, American
and Australian English? - OguHakoBo nu npousHocaTcAa 6ykBbl andaBuTa B
OpUTAHCKOM, aMepPUKaHCKOM M aBCTPaNIMMCKOM aHIMIMNCKOM Ai3blKax?

It's a well known fact that British, American and Australian pronunciations are
different. British and Australians speak pure and very understandable English,
whereas American or Canadian English is not so clear.

(8) Did you have any problems learning the letters of the alphabet? - Bbinu
nn y Bac npobnemsbl ¢ usyvyeHmem 6ykB andasuta?

No, it was easy and a lot of fun!

(9)  What is the difference between consonants and vowels? - B yem
pa3Huua Mexay CornacHbIMU U rMacHbIMKU?

A vowel is a speech sound made with your mouth fairly open. A consonant is a
sound made with your mouth fairly closed.

(10) Do you know the English alphabet? - Bl 3HaeTe aHrnuuckumn andgasuTt?
ABCD...
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Anya —> Rinat

(1) Do you like the English alphabet? - Bam HpaBuTCA aHrMUMMUCKUN
andaBut?

Yes | do. The alphabet of any language is a fundamental thing. It's important to know
it.

(2) How did you learn the alphabet? - Kak Tbl Bblyuun andaBut?

| don’t think | focused a lot on learning the English alphabet. When we learn to speak
English we learn the alphabet anyway.

(3) What do you think of other alphabets (Russian, German, etc)? - Yto BbI
AymaeTte o gpyrux andaBuTtax (PyCCKOM, HEMELKKOM U T.4.)7?

Russian and German alphabets are more difficult. By the way | still don’t know the
German alphabet, but | speak this language pretty well. It's interesting.

(4) Who invented the English alphabet? - Kto nsobpen anrnunckumn
andaBut?

| think a lot of European nations influenced the English alphabet. It's hard to say now
who exactly invented it.

(5) Why do you think each letter has so many different pronunciations and
uses? - Kak Bbl gymaeTe, no4yemy y Kaxxaown 6yKBbl TaK MHOIO pa3HbIX
NPOU3HOLEHUA N BapUaHTOB UCMONb30BaHUA?

There are a variety of reasons. In some languages a lot of words are borrowed from
other languages. For example German has a lot of words borrowed from French.
Also defferent nations influence the language in different ways. That’s why the sound
A for example is pronounced so differently in different languages.

(6) How do you think the alphabet could be made easier to use and
understand? - Kak, no Baluemy MHeHUI0, MOXXHO caenaTb ancgasuT bonee
NPOCTbIM B UCMOJNIb30BaHMU U MOHUMAHUNT?

There is no way to make it easier | think. People have spent thousands of years

making the alphabet as it is today.
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(7)  Would you like to learn a character-based system like Chinese? -
XoTtenu 6bl Bbl Bbly4UTb Mepornmgunyeckyro cuctemMy, Takyro Kak kKutanckasa?
Yeah! Learning Chinese is one of my goals for the future.

(8) When is the best age to introduce children to the alphabet? - B kakom
BO3pacTe fnyylle 3HaKOMUTb AieTen ¢ a3bykon?

The earlier the better! That’s for sure. Children learn languages much faster than
adults.

(9) What does “the ABCs of” mean? - Yto o3HavaeTt «a3byka»?

To know the ABCs of something means to know the most basic things (about

something). For example:

He doesn't even know the ABC's of engineering.

OH He 3Haem Qaxke a3byKu UH)XeHepHo20 dera.
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The English alphabet.

[e1]

[bi:]

[si’]

[di:]

[d3i:]

[e1t]]

[a1]

[d3e1]

[ker]

[el]

[em]
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[en]
N n
o) o [ou]
P p [pi]
Q q [kju]
R r [ar]
S S [es]
T t [ti:]
U u iu]
Y v i
W w ['dabal ju:]
X X [eks]
Y y [wai]
z z [i:]
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